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Club’s Most Cheerful Member Proves to Be the
One With a Boil Who Fell a Victim
of Bandits and Is Glad

By SAMUEL M'COY.

OW fhat we are falrly well into its

first month it may as well be ad-

-~ mitted that thls new year is bound
to bring a heap of trouble along with it. For
instance, what with the way the world Is
hehaving, you're just as apt to go color
blind as not. Russia is red, England is al-
ready purple in the face and the United
Htates is turning blue.

- - L]

A discussion of the outlook for the year
at the Innocent Bystanders Club brought
out the fact that all the members believe
that money may be tighter during 1921, but
that skirts can't be.

. & &

it also was agreed that x frighi{ful loss of
life will be witnessed among women who
hecame 20 years old last year. Not & one of
them will have a birthday during 1921,

- - L]

Merchants dealing in frankfurters will go,
us usual, to the dogs.
- - -

‘Mid plef§ggures and palaces, though Babe
Ruth may roam, it's a cinch he will warble
“There’s no place like home!"

- . L]

Even if they print the blue laws on ltmus

paper they'll never be read.
L] L L]

About the only thing you'll be able to buy
for_a nickel this year ias a bag of peanuts to
feed to the other squirrels.

- - L]

That poet D'Annunzlo thought he wrote
ane grand sweet song at Flume—until he
looked at the meter.

- L] -

The domestic outlook would be brighter if
they could only work out some way to make
bables pay as they enter.

- L -

You can safely say that there won't be
wme born this vear who won"t cry for a
ehange

« ® =

Well, why shouldn’t Mr, Harding put a
mvoman in his Cabinet? Bluebeard put a
dozen in his,

- Ld -

When the Pilgrime landed on Plymouth
Rock it was avet; but they landed on it aw-
ful hard.

Ll L -

The almanacs say the summér will be
Ary—maostly,

- - -

Any one who sees the sea serpent this

prear will be pinched by the revenooers
- - -

Well, there's one thing about filling in an
Sncome tax report—it's great training for
fishermen.

- - L]

Anyway, they can’t tax a smile,

% - - -

If Gent girl on the next block doesn't get
married this year she's going to vote for
socialism

. & @

Walter Jings saya he's seen a lot of geese
going South this January and knows some
of 'em personally. : -

L -

There’s no use talking about prosperity

till you get your shoea half soled,
L L]

When all's sald and done, the woman
who washes her own dighes aln’t a Holshe-
vik just because her knuckles are red.

a = »

If they only fAind owt some way to keep
th' heater plpes from knockin' th' rest of
us can do our share.

. & »

s a ourioua thing, but Wilbur Putter-
bvaugh, out east o' town, says he'll he too
busy ralsin’ corn this vear t” attend any of
th* meeting’s t° discuss the League of
Nations.

- - -

What the country needs mostly Is a

scheme to make sopr:nu gargle secretly.
L] -

Theres seems to be no hope for an old
tashioned mether t' Intorest her daughter in
senare dances this year.

. & »

Our genial chief of police, Hen Miller,
wishes t' announce that th' comin’ months
will afford a splendid opportunity t' many
of our prominent burgiars t' do their Easteg
<hoppin' early.

- - -

The pennant in the League of Nations will
eo to the team that plays all its games on
itx home grounds.

All would have beon merry as & con-

vention of ex-bartenders had it not
been for the experlence related to the Inno-
cent Bystanders Club by James McCann.

Sr} much for the ontlook for the year.

Mr. MeCann is the lurgest, and also the
most timld, member of the club—and it is
a club made up of timid men. He hasn't
even enough nerve to protest when his
wife tells him to wear the necktie his Aunt
Edis made for him out of an eld blouse.

Mr. McCann salj, (timidly clearing his
throat) that he htd had a remarkable ex-
perience the nlght hefore. It was this:

He had been obliged to work at the office
until a late hour that night. His wobk
progressed very slowly, because he could nol
keep his mind on [t. And he could not keep
his mind on it for the very good reason
thatl his mind was roosting on a very def-
inite thing—this being a boll. It occupled
almost all of the back of hls neck and seven-
eighths of his tottering intellect. -

This uninvited little playmate had been

Bystander
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“A discussion of the outlook for the year at The Innocent Bystanders Club brought out the fact that all the members believe that money
may be tighter during 1921, but that skirts can't be.

“Wilbur Putterbaugh says he'll be too busy raisin’ corn this yeu
t'attend any of th’ meetin’s t' discuss the League of Nations.”

his guest for the preceding three days. He
thought of little eise, and strove cagerly, in
a thousand little ways, to keep it contented
and quiet. Mr. McCann nursed it more ten-
derly than a dying match. By a series of
careful experiments he had at last discoverad
the preclse angle at which to thrust his neck
forward so as to keep the thing from being
assaulted by his collar, and for three days
he had gone about with the awkward pose
of an unhappy hen peering through a pleket
fence. A pained and apprehensive expres-
sion had glued itself to his face, g0 that he
habitually wore the look of a man who
thinks he may have sat down in a platter of
ice cream at a tea party, but is afraid tn
verify the rumor.

‘What he dreaded more than anything else
in the world was to have the thing lanced.
He knew it was ready, but that he was not.
The very thought sent coid shivers through
him, and he admitted this. The necessity
worrled him so that he actually tried 1o
deceive himself. He told himself that if It
had been simply a toothache he would have
gone to the dentist and had it out withoat
& moment's hesitation., This was an un-
truth; but it goes to show Mr, McCann's
state of mind,

More than that, he hated to spend the
money. The joh would eost him at least $3,
and he told himsell that he couldn't afford
it. Three dollars was too much, Everything
cost so much that a man had no money at
all left for luxories like bolle. Three dol-
lars! Well, it was awful, but he would have
to spend it, and spend it pretty quick, too.
He would go to the doctor the next day and
have both operations over with.

At 11 o'clock Mr. MceCann finally closed
hiie desk and started home. Ha got outdoors
and discovered that a cold drizzle of sleet
war falling. One of his shoes was worn
through the =ole, and he Immediately got
that foot wet. He had three blocks to walk
to got to a atreet car, and between. being

f
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tired out with working so Ilate, the stead!
painful presence back of his ear, his leal:
shoe and the necessity of Umping thre:
blocks through the slush, Mr. MeOann would
have sold his interest in the universe for »
lead nickel

Suddenly a new alarm smote him, as l
plodded along through the darkness and
rain. There had been several hold-ups of
late in the town. Mr. MeCann recollected
with an awful sinking feeling that he hal
drawn his week's salary, amounting to ull
of $10.60 in cash, that very day, and that
it now reposed In his right hand trousers
pocket, What If they took It away from
him? He burst Into & cold sweat at the very
thought. He was sure he saw dark figures
skulking in every doorway. Well, there was
one thing certaln, and that was that his
money had no business in the pocket whers
it now was. Hastlly he shifted it, thrustinc
the bills deep Into a secret pocket under his
beit. The half doflar he allowed to stay
where It was. "If they go through my pock-
ets,” he told himself, eraftily, “they'll find
that and think it's all I've got. et ‘em
have jti"

Painfully, with his stiff necl thrust out
at fts nccustgmﬂl angle, Mr. McCann went
on through the dark, his heart beating loud-
ly. One block, and no bandits. Two blocks
and still safe. Thee——

But just at that moment two bhlobs of
darkness moved from the dark alloywny
unhead and stood In front of him. Mr, Mc-
Cann's hands went up unanimously. He
tried to say, “Hello, boys,” In a careless,
friendly way, but his volce bad disappeared.
They apparently did not notlee the matter
They worked fast. One of them went
through Mr. McCann's pockets with the
Ewiftness of long practice.

The 60 cent plece was found, but, to Mr.
MeCann's intense rellef, the rest of his
treasure Was overlooked. A hoarse volce,

“If the girl on the next block doesn’t get married this year she's

going to vote for Socialism.”

demanded it that was all he had. Mr. Me-
Cann's parched throat was unable to frame
ro much as o whisper in reply. ' He stood,
with his hands still uplifted, his nock thrust
forward, and even in this critical moment

e was chiefly hoping that his collar wouldn't

touch that boil again. His assallant=s Jooked

at him in disgust, and his*attitude seomed

to destroy tHeir lnst shred of patience
“Aw, leava him have 1t!" anid one
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Continued from Third Page.

which these malkes appeal has Iderably
reduced its budget, and as a result there is
mueh idlenceas in a large saction of the auto-
mobile industry, which belies the air of gen~
cral prosperity conveyed by the success of
u few large Airms in the production of high
priced vehicles,

One District in Parls .
Retains Its Old Time Charms

But there in one distriot of Paria which
remaing unchanged and as attractive to
Americans as aver—the do luxe quarters of
the Fue de la Pailx and the beulevards near
the Opern. Here the jawelry and fashions
catablishments profess to have recovered a
large share of thelr prewar clientels, and
although prices have more than quadrupled,
thers seems to be a constint and wild orgy
of buying In these regions, with rieh Ilmou-
sines lining the sidewnlks throughout the
afternoon while their owners order, regard-
lems of price, the chalns of pearls and
anueonly rohes which have made thess dis-
tricta famous for more than a century. The
dealers themsolves complain that their prof.
ita are terribly reduced by the Increased
tnxes on de Tuxe sales, but they never seem
te lack the funds necessary to stock their
shetves nnd  windows with the ecostllest
oreations,

Boclalist newspapers of the wilder type

Decides to

have howled against this increasing expendi-
ture by the richer classes, but it goes mer-
rily on,

Early in December a diamond @Maplayed
for a few hours in & Rue de la Palx window
at 240,000 france was aold before nlghtfall to
a Prench munition millionaire, who Is sald
to have presented It to his mistress on the
celebration of ten years of seml-connublal
bllss, While lttle s sald of this traditional
French matrimonial dupliclty nowadays, It
apparently Is not diminishing In the classes
which are able to stand the expense of maln-
talning two households, much to the dismay
of the moralists who would make Darle a
sort of stepping stone to the golden strests
of the real Paradige.

Naturally much of the boying in the de
luxe quarter lx done by represontatives of
Neow York and other foreign merchants—
but not all of it, by any means, Ons milliner
not far from the Place de I'Opera sadmits
that her sales during 1920 were three times
as large as In 1018, while Nlustrious firms
like Paquin, Worth, the Madeleines, Moly-
neux, &o, admit their season hns been ex-
coptionally satlsfnotory, desplte the high
prices which were necessitated by exchange
fuetuntions and the uncertain state of the
French textile Industry.

Hotele? Yes, Parie has plenty of them,
now thap the Government offices have been
consolidited in more anitable quarters, but
the housing shortage in Paris has had tife
effoct of foreing thoumnds of young couples

Live a Better Life, but Not

tc start a Fronch form of light housekeeping
in one or two roomed apertments in the
cheaper private hotels, rather than pay 1,000
francs a month for a small furnished flat.
But the American visitor usually prefers
the wall known estahlishments of the cantral
district, near the shops and theatres and
close enough to an Ameriean bar to make

life interesting. e will find these hotels
changed little during the war. There is
always the same courteous reception and
service, probably o Httle more system In the
control of detalls making for the comfort of
clenta, but there is also & very substantial
difference in prices,

8o far the American plan has not vet

e

Queer Lawsuits in Various Lands

=
FEW years ago a wounded Itallan offl-

- cer brought sult to odtaln a declsion
as to she rightful ownership of a
hullet extracted from his. body, Both doctor
and murse claimed It, but the ofMoer con-
tended that it was legally his, ¥

The judge gave his decision In favor of the
officer. He found that the projectile, once
discharged from the gun, ceased to belong
both to the man whp fired It and to the
country that entrusted it to him. The oM-
cer discovered It In his body. The surgeon,
assisted by the nurse, merely brought the
projectila to light, Hence the officer was
entitled to keep |t.

When a French abbe loft one village to
take up work in another the Mayor and the
citizens of the town hs was leaving lighted
a bonfire ‘n the road to apeed.ths departing
one, anét in other ways showed that they
were overjoyed to see the last of him. The

abbe thought himself insuited and brought
an action for demmges, but as he wans unable
Lo show any the case was dieminsed,

A very stout man who bought a third-class
ticket at an English railway found that he
ecould not enter the narrow doorway of a
third-class compartment. Aoccordingly, he
went Into a first-class compartment, the
doors of which were wider, and refused fo
pay the excess fare, The rallway company
#ued him for the balance, and the man had
to pay both that and the costs, for the
eourt dectded that this could not have been
Lin Airet offence, and that, knowing that he
could not squbese through the door of & third-
Ciass compartment, he ought te have pur.
chased a first clasa ticket,

After telling a barber to trim his beard,
an American fell aslesp in the chair, He
woke up eclean shaved, His beard, twelve
inehes in length, of which he was very

proud, was gone, He sucd the barber for
§1,000 and recefved §100,

d

gnined much headway in Paris, although It
in being experimented with in two new
hotels with Canadian and American man-
agers. In most hostelries, however, the visi-
tor must pick his accommodation to sult his
purse, and will find that rooms for which
he was wont to pay 10 or 15 francs a day
are now unobtalnable for less than 45 or 60
franes, while comfortable sultes (with baths<
rooms attached—the rarest of French lux-
urfes) range from 126 to 350 francs a day,
according to the amount of Paris sunshine
or Seine fog which finds its way through
the shuttered windows,

Contly? Yes, but so 15 everything elss to-
day, and the average visitor merely pays
nnd forgets to complain, which |s another
variation from the epoch when no visit to
a Parts hotel was belleved to have reached
A satisfactory climax without roundly abus-
ing tha hotel staff in broken IPrench for
renl and imaginary delinquencies tn the ser-
vice offered.

New System Eliminates Many
Inconveniences of Ocean Travel

Incidentally American travel agenocles
have Inaugurated special hotel departments
during the lamst year, with reprerentatives
on both sides of the Atlantie, so that mueh
of the disagreeabls task of seeking ae-
commaodation has hesn climinated. The voy-
ager marcly buys his ticket to Puarope at o
responsible In Now York, and In n
few days he s motified that rooms In a

Sombre O

This is te lasl that Mr. MoCann remem-
bwra, But when he came back to conscious-
ness an hour later and got himself together
and reviewed the evidence and Joyfully
found that his $19 was still safe in the in-
“ide pocket and that the birde were singing
Lie also found that he was ahead of the
came by just $2.60. He wouldn't have to
pay the dector a nickel.

The blackjack had landed just in the right
spot.

e He says now that It doean't need any
courage at all to get rid of a boil, and that
there Is a lot of nonsense talked about the
depravity of holdup men. They really are,
=avs Mr. MeCann, public benefactors.

> o 8
One triea hard to culfivate a cheery out-
lnok for the new year, but it is hard to be-
lieve that Harvey G. Maple will ever do
anything except pull toward himself when-
cver he tries (o go out of a door Dlainiy
labelled “PUBH."

—
Birds and Sweets

HE experiments of an amateur natu

l alist in feeding ruby throated hum-

ming birds from bottles of sugm

ayrup placed inside artificlul flowers
throw an interesting light on the memor)
of these tiny birds. The axperiments covered
o period of at least seven years: the original
am of the fesding was to attract the hum-
ming birde to the yard in the hope that they
might remaln 1o nest there. The Jittl
hottles of syrup were placed in artificial
flowers that were mada of white oflcloth
Lad their edges stiffened with wire and wer
palnted to resemble nasturtiume and tige:
lilles.

The first summer only a single bird found
the bottled sweets, The next summer two
came and the third summer as many
seven birde were present At one time: thes
were Invariably femjales. A bird consum 1

about a teaspoonful of sugar In a day, Sev-
oral facts point 1o the eonclusion that birds
of former years returned to he fed. Thus «

humming bird wWas seen thrusting its il
nto the bottle on lis first observed wisii
On another oceasion a newly arrlved bird
buzgzed nbout the ohserver's head, as no
other birds do except those that have had
oxperience of the feeding. Two marvellously
long Journeys, says the ofserver, of from
1,006 10 2,000 miles each had this small sprite
taken since she had drunk from the bottles
yet she had not forgotten them, nor the one
that fed her. She was quite prone to remind
the naturalist when the hottles were smpty
by fiying about his head whenever sh
chanced to find him, whether in the yard m
in the street.

nc

certain hotel have been reserved for hine
‘I’rﬂm A certain date.

The agency's porters meot him—or her-

on his arrival in Paris, convey baggage

safely through the customs inspection and
effloct deliveries, except on rare oceasions
within five or six hoeurs after the arrival of
the "boat train.” What a changa from the
daye of lost trunks, interminable debates
with uniformed and non-uniformed eustoms
burgiara and hours spent in taxiing from
one hotel to another in a valn search fo
moderately comfortable rooms.

All things considered, Paris is not lacking
In its Interest to Americans if they are enly
willing to remember that the French nation
suffered and gnve lis best to the world for
nearly five years. The ehange in Individua!
and group mentality Is only the logiesl out
come of the tremendous upheaval of the
world’s esocinl and economic affairs. Bu
peoples are bound by affectlons unaltered
by such cntastrophes, and the transcendent
Impression, from the viewpoint of those whe
have looked below the surface of Parle life
s that Paris, with all her fauits and with
all her promisos of reform, has a sincore
hearty and gractous welcome waiting for all
who enter her borders, whether it be for
pleasure or business, and to those who eome
on the sadder mission of viewing the rest
ing place of one who, under the Starg an
Ftripes, fought for the Trench tricolor, ther
18 alwaye ready n symphthy of understansd
ing and A surely of esnaclence that will
bridge all mi=sunderstandings




